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The program will include 2 days of training
sessions dedicated to journalists and media
professionals on the role of the "Human
Fraternity Document on World Peace and
Living Together", signed in Abu Dhabi by Pope
Francis and the Grand Imam of Al Azhar, Sheikh
Ahmed Al Tayyeb, as a source of inspiration and
guidance for the ongoing efforts in Tripoli and
North Lebanon to advance interreligious
dialogue, living together, and cooperation for
the common good. The goal of the program is
to engage the media in supporting these
efforts by way of constant coverage and
attention, thus contributing to the promotion
of "Human Fraternity” in the local context.

"We call upon intellectuals, philosophers,
religious figures, artists, media professionals
and men and women of culture in every part of
the world, to rediscover the values of peace,
justice, goodness, beauty, human fraternity
and coexistence in order to confirm the
importance of these values as anchors of
salvation for all, and to promote them
everywhere" (Human Fraternity Document).

The training will be delivered by scholars,
religious leaders, and practitioners with major
experience in spreading “Human Fraternity” in
Tripoli and North Lebanon through dialogue,
education, advocacy, charity, and other
activities.
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As aresult of their engagement in the program,
each participant will produce articles,
interviews, or video reports about the role of
"Tripoli as Capital of Human Fraternity”,
showing how "“dialogue as the path, mutual
cooperation as the code of conduct, reciprocal
understanding as the method and standard”
(Human Fraternity Document), are being
furthered in the city and the broader region.

Alongside the training sessions, aid
distribution to families in need will be carried
out by the "Human Fraternity Ambassadors"”,
an  interreligious network of young
practitioners active in the social field in Tripoli
and North Lebanon.

The "Human Fraternity Initiative - Media
Training" is organized by the Religion & Security
Council (RSC), with the support of the KAICIID
Dialogue Centre and the De Gasperi
Foundation, and in partnership with May
Chidiac Foundation-Media Institute (Media
Advisor), Dialogue for Life and Reconciliation
(DLR), DLR Sustainable Network of Religious
Leaders in the North of Lebanon, Maison
d'Entraide et de Développement Social
(MEDS), Alawite Islamic Charity Association
(AICA), Annas Linnas Association, and Lebanese
Center for Active Citizenship (LCAC).
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AGENDA

FIRST DAY

SATURDAY, MARCH 2

08:30-09:00
ARRIVAL OF PARTICIPANTS

09:00-09:15
INTRODUCTION

Mr. Emiliano Stornelli
Chairman, Religion & Security Council (RSC)

Mr. Amin Brair
Coordinator for Tripoli and North Lebanon,
Religion & Security Council (RSC)

09:15-10:30
SESSION 1

The "Human Fraternity Document”
and Interreligious Dialogue
in Tripoli and North Lebanon

Dr. Ziad Fahed

President, Dialogue for Life and Reconciliation (DLR)
Coordinator, DLR Sustainable Network of Religious
Leaders in the North of Lebanon
Professor of Religious Studies,

Notre Dame University-Louaize

The session will examine the content of the "Human
Fraternity Document”, outlining how its principles and
guidelines can be actualized in Tripoli and North Lebanon to
foster and strengthen the “culture of tolerance, acceptance
of others and of living together peacefully”, especially
through interreligious dialogue and engagement.

10:30-11:30
SESSION 2

"Human Fraternity” and the Role of Religious Leaders

DLR Sustainable Network of Religious Leaders
in the North of Lebanon

The session will highlight the engagement of Sunni,
Alawite, and Christian religious leaders from Tripoli and
North Lebanon in dialogue and cooperation activities
aimed at promoting community cohesion, inclusive citizen-
ship, and the pursuit of the common good, according to the
concept of "social religious responsibility"”.

Sheikh Firas Balout
Muslim Sunni Community, Head of Religious Affairs
Sheikh Mohamad Haydar
Muslim Alawite Community, Jabal Mohsen
Rev. Fr. Abboud Gebrayel
Christian Maronite Community, Principal of the Bishop

School in Jabal Mohsen

Rev. Fr. Ibrahim Derbaly

Christian Orthodox Community

11:30-11:45
BREAK

11:45-13:00
SESSION 3

The Role of the Media in Promoting
“Human Fraternity”
and Interreligious Dialogue for Peace-Building

Dr. Elias El Halabi
Chairperson, Christian Muslim Studies Center
Director, Sheikh Nahyan Center for Arabic Studies
and Intercultural Dialogue
Associate Professor of Cultural Studies,
University of Balamand

The session will focus on how journalists and media
professionals can facilitate the creation of spaces for the
encounter and collaboration between different religious
groups, acting as a bridge for communication and under-
standing, and as key actors in the development of positive
and constructive interfaith relations based on "human
fraternity”, for the benefit of conflict prevention and
sustainable peace.

13:00-14:00
LUNCH
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AGENDA

FIRST DAY

SATURDAY, MARCH 2

14:00-15:15
SESSION 3

(Featured by May Chidiac Foundation - Media Institute)
“"Human Fraternity”
and Countering Hate Speech on Social Media

Mr. Zaven Kouyoumdjian
Media Personality

The session will address the issue of hate speech and slander

on social media, illustrating the best practices and techniques

for journalists and media professionals to deal with discourses

and narratives that target religious communities, moderate

actors, women, and other vulnerable categories, and to
develop effective online contents for promoting “human

fraternity" and the values of dialogue, reconciliation, non-vio-

lence, and the peaceful settlement of disputes.

15:15-17:30
SESSION 4

(Featured by May Chidiac Foundation - Media Institute)
"Tripoli as Capital of Human Fraternity”
(Workshop, Part 1)

Mr. Zaven Kouyoumdjian
Media Personality

During the proceedings, participants will be guided in the
development of media content (articles, interviews,
video reports) describing the multiple examples of
"human fraternity and harmonious coexistence" that
most characterize Tripoli's social and cultural fabric.

END OF THE FIRST DAY

SECOND DAY

SATURDAY, MARCH 9
10:15-11:45

08:30-09:00
ARRIVAL OF PARTICIPANTS

09:00-10:15
SESSION 1
"Human Fraternity” in Tripoli and North Lebanon:

SESSION 2

"Human Fraternity”and the
Role of Decision-Makers

H.E. Mons. Youssef Soueif
Maronite Archbishop of Tripoli

The Experience of Faith-Based and Civil Society Organizations
The session will examine the work carried out at the grassroots level
by faith-based and civil society organizations to forge community

H.Em. Sheikh Dr. Malik al-Shaar
Former Mufti of Tripoli and the North
H.E. MP Elie Khoury

bonds based on trust and respect between different religious
groups, shedding light on their accomplishments as well as on
challenges that remain to be overcome.
Mr. Camil Ammar
President, Maison d'Entraide et de Développement Social
Ms. Eliana Farah
Member of the Young Women Christian
Association-Lebanon (YWCA-L)
Sheikh Ali Assi
Head of the Religious Department,
Alawite Islamic Charity Association (AICA)
Rev. Fr. Abdo Raad
President, Annas Linnas Association
Mr. Mohammad Younis
Social Activist

Member of Parliament, District of Tripoli
Dr. Mustafa Allouch
Former Member of Parliament, District of Tripoli

Moderator
Dr. Mustafa al-Helwi
Scholar and Author
The session will feature an interreligious group of
distinguished decision-makers from Tripoli and North
Lebanon, who will discuss the call of the "Human
Fraternity Document” to translate its principles into
"policies, decisions, legislative texts", taking stock of
the results achieved so far, the pending shortcomings
and challenges, the future initiatives and prospects.

11:45-12:15
COFFEE BREAK
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AGENDA

SECOND DAY

12:15-13:00 14:00-16:30
SESSION 3 SESSION 4
Keynote Speech (Featured by May Chidiac Foundation - Media Institute)
"Media and Peace-Building” "Tripoli as Capital of Human Fraternity”

Dr. May Chidiac (Workshop, Part 2)

Former Minister Mr. Zaven Kouyoumdjian
President & Founder, Media Personality
May Chidiac Foundation - Media Institute
Associate Professor, Notre Dame University-Louaize Presentation of the media content (articles, interviews,
Moderator video reports) produced by the participants.
Ms. lidico Elia
Host, Radio Liban Libre (RLL)
16:30-17:30
CLOSING CEREMONY
13:00-14:00
LUNCH Delivery of Certificates

END OF THE MEDIA TRAINING
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The Religion & Security Council (RSC) is an Italian organization based in Rome, established in 2016 with the
aim of promoting the role of the "religious factor” in conflicts resolution and peace-building in troubled
areas and countries, with a special focus on the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. To fulfil its
mission, RSC designs and coordinates interreligious dialogue programs involving religious leaders and
faith-based organizations, decision-makers, officials, scholars, practitioners, media professionals, civil
society and youth representatives, as the way forward to strengthen living together and cooperation for
the common good between different religious groups and traditions.

RSC ACTIVITIES IN TRIPOLI:

Tripoli Human Fraternity Day: Interreligious Forums (6 October 2019)

Tripoli's Revolution: Building a City of Peace, Culture, and Development (9 April 2021, webinar)
Human Fraternity Initiative: Education and Practice (27 January / & February 2023)

Human Fraternity Initiative for Children (6 August 2023)

Human Fraternity Initiative - Media Training (4 March / 9 March 2024)

* The event has been supported as part of the KAICIID Fellows Programme, which aims to provide
opportunities for individuals to initiate new projects in interreligious dialogue and other related areas for
their professional development and learning. The work undertaken has been conducted by external actors.
The views, opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in the training are strictly
those of the initiator and/or participants and do not necessarily reflect the views of the International
Dialogue Centre (KAICIID) or its Member States. The International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID) does not
guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this training and neither the International Dialogue Centre
(KAICIID) nor its Member States will accept any liability in connection with these data.
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